
NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.7)
A lot is happening in our community this March. Check
out events and opportunities happening across the city. 

READ MORE (P.4)
Stay on schedule and curb clutter-free with the WasteWise
app. Get collection reminders and holiday updates right on
your phone.

READ MORE (PG. 2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT
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EXCESS TRASH COLLECTION Got clutter? Free Excess Trash Week gives residents a
chance to clean out unwanted items for free. See inside for
eligible items and guidelines.

WASTEWISE APP 
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FREE EXCESS TRASH COLLECTION WEEK:
MARCH 16-20, 2026 

Residents have a great opportunity
to clean out unwanted household
items during Free Excess Trash
Week, when eligible items can be
disposed of at no cost. Simply place
approved items at the curb on your
regular garbage collection day, and
crews will take care of the rest.

Eligible items include furniture,
mattresses, bedsprings, dried-out
paint, and extra bags or boxes of
household trash. Loose items such
as toys or clothing should be placed
in garbage bags or boxes so crews
can safely and efficiently collect
them.

Please note that building materials,
dirt, rocks, bricks, hazardous
liquids, batteries, and automotive
parts will not be collected. These
items can be taken to the Gaston
County Landfill or handled during
special waste collection events.
Fees still apply for vehicle tires,
electronics, and appliances.

Before placing items at the curb,
residents are encouraged to
consider recycling, repurposing, or
donating usable items whenever
possible.

For questions or more information,
contact the City of Gastonia Solid
Waste Division at 704-866-6714.

Take advantage of this week to
declutter your home and keep our
community clean!
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Keeping up with trash, recycling, and yard waste collection just got easier.
Residents can download the WasteWise app to receive reminders right on their
phone so you never miss collection day again.

With the app, you can set alerts, stay on schedule, and keep your curb clutter-
free. WasteWise also sends notifications when there are schedule changes due
to holidays, weather, or other updates, helping you stay informed without the
guesswork.

The app is free and available for download on Google Play and  Apple Store.
Take a minute to download WasteWise today and make collection day simple and
stress-free!

Never Miss Collection Day with the
WasteWise App 
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KBG Black Gold Sale
WHAT IS BLACK GOLD?

IT’S 100% GROUND LEAF COMPOST COLLECTED FROM GASTONIA RESIDENCES
AND MUNICIPAL PROPERTIES.

✔ NO DYES
✔ NO ARTIFICIAL FERTILIZERS

✔ NO ADDITIVES
✔ JUST NUTRIENT-RICH, NATURAL COMPOST

PERFECT FOR GARDENS, FLOWER BEDS, AND LAWN ENRICHMENT.
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GASTONIA SISTER CITIES IS LAUNCHING PEACE CREW — A NEW YOUTH
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO WANT TO
MAKE A LOCAL IMPACT WITH A GLOBAL MISSION.

INTERESTED? EMAIL BECCA.HURD@GASTONIANC.GOV  TO REQUEST AN
APPLICATION AND LEARN MORE.
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The Gaston Multicultural Arts Xperience (Gaston MAX) is returning to
Downtown Gastonia for its fourth year on Saturday, March 22, from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Rotary Centennial Pavilion, 107 N. South St. This free, family-
friendly festival is open to everyone.

Hosted through a partnership between the City of Gastonia, Gaston County
Government, Gaston County Public Library, and Friends of the Gaston County
Public Library, Gaston MAX promises a vibrant day filled with art, music, and
cultural experiences.

From the rhythmic beats of Latin American music to the soulful sounds of
Americana, the festival celebrates the richness of global cultures and
traditions. Bring your family and friends to enjoy performances, activities, and
creative experiences that highlight the diversity that makes our community
special.
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Join the City of Gastonia Parks & Recreation Department on Wednesday,
March 25 at 6:00PM! We will be having an Easter Egg Hunt at Martha
Rivers Park soccer fields, complete with 30,000 candy filled eggs! Age
groups: 

Under 2 
3-5 
6-8 
9-12 

The egg hunt will start promptly at 6:00PM.
 We ask that only parents of the under 2 year olds accompany them while
picking up eggs on the soccer fields. Those parents may kindly and
orderly assist in helping their children pick up some eggs. Parents are not
allowed on the soccer fields in any other age group. Community non-
profit vendors will be onsite at the Martha Rivers shelter near the soccer
field. Rain date: Wednesday, April 1 at 6:00PM at Martha Rivers Park
soccer fields. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 10 AM – 2 PM
DROP IN FOR A PLAYFUL SCAVENGER HUNT DESIGNED BY LUCKY, OUR VERY OWN MUSEUM

LEPRECHAUN. 
PERFECT FOR KIDS AGES 2-7 AND THEIR CAREGIVERS.

$5 WITH THE PURCHASE OF MUSEUM ADMISSION

MONDAY, APRIL 6, 10 AM – 2 PM
CAN PEEPS FLY? HOW ARE BRIDGES BUILT? FIND OUT DURING STEAM BREAK AT THE SCHIELE! 
KIDS AND PARENTS CAN KICK OFF SPRING BREAK WITH HANDS-ON STEAM-BASED ACTIVITIES.

$3 MUSEUM MEMBERS / $5 + MUSEUM ADMISSION FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
   

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM
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SCHIELE MUSEUM

FREE TUESDAYS
2026 SCHEDULE

January 13
February 10
March 10
April 14
May 12
June 9

July 14
August 11
September 8
October 13
November 10
December 8
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We’re excited to announce the first-ever Neighborhood Leader Forum, bringing
together leaders from all recognized neighborhoods for a special opportunity to
connect, collaborate, and learn from one another.

This forum will focus on one shared goal: building stronger, more connected
neighborhoods together. It will be a chance to share ideas, discuss challenges,
celebrate successes, and explore ways we can continue supporting each other and
our communities.

More details will be shared soon, but for now, please mark your calendars and plan
to join us! We look forward to bringing our neighborhood leaders together and
continuing the great work happening across our city.
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