City of Gastonia Arts Committee Grant Funding Application


One (1) complete copy of your organization’s funding application must be received by 5:00 PM on July 6th, 2026. Late proposals will NOT be considered. The application forms are available on the City of Gastonia website or via email request to Benjamin.bogle@gastonianc.gov. All applications, reports, and or other correspondence regarding Arts Committee Grant Application should be emailed to Benjamin.bogle@gastonianc.gov or mailed to the following address:


City of Gastonia Arts Committee ATTN: Candice Owenby
181 S South Street Gastonia, NC 28052

Section One: Overview
Applications must include the following to be considered complete:
· Completed application
· Proposed budget
· Verification of 501(c)(3) status
· Provide a list of all board members
· Copy of the agency’s most recent audit, notarized financial statement, or current balance sheet
· Demonstrate one or more of the following
· Demonstrate how organization’s art programming and implementation will impact and be made available to the citizens of Gastonia, NC
· Demonstrate how organization’s art programming and implementation promotes or produces public visual art, performing arts, art education and cultural opportunities,
· Demonstrate how organization’s art programming encourages school success and opportunities for therapeutic arts for members with mental and physical disabilities,
· Demonstrate how organization’s art programming promotes diversity in the arts, and
· Demonstrate how organization’s art programming produces economic development and tourism for Gastonia, NC

· Applicants should review the City of Gastonia Arts Committee Grant Program Guidelines for all other information required by the City of Gastonia Arts Committee. The Grant Program Guidelines are available on the City of Gastonia website.





Section Two: Organization information
Please provide your organization mission statement.


Tell us about the history of your organization.


Tell us about your current programs, projects, and activities.


Please describe a few top accomplishments of your organization within the last three years.


Please provide proof of organization 501(c)3 status.


Please list your Board of Directors.


Please identify the anticipated leadership of the organization.


Please list qualified administrative and artistic staff to ensure success of this project.



Please upload/attach ONE the following financial documents:
· Cash flow statement
· Audited financial statements
· Current operating budget



Section Three: Proposal details
Please briefly describe the art program/project or related renovations which you seek to implement. (150-word maximum)






Please describe the purpose and objectives of your program/project or related renovations.






Please provide details regarding the design and strategy of your program/project or related renovations.






Please describe how artistic and cultural vibrancy will be met. The Arts Committee defines artistic and cultural vibrancy as an organization’s ability to create quality, mission-driven work that inspires and challenges the community.

Please provide an overview of your proposed timeline and the desired measurable outcomes.






Please provide your proposed itemized budget.






Does organization currently receive City funding? If so, how much?






Does organization have other committed grant funds for this program, project or renovation? Are you applying for funds from other sources? If so, from whom and for how much?






Please list any partners in this proposal, and the partner’s role and your relationship with them.






Please describe how you will evaluate the program or project.





Please describe how the program or project will create pathways for supporting underserved communities and diverse citizens of the City of Gastonia by leveraging existing or new cultural assets.

Please clearly define the community that the program or project will serve.





Please describe how the programming or project will be promoted or publicized to reach the intended participants or audience?






Section Four: Supplementary information
Please enter a third-party reference.


Please upload/attach your annual report.


Please include any supplementary documents which you feel will be essential to the review committee.



Section Five: Contact information
Name of Organization


Email address


Website


Phone number


Address (Organization must be located in the City of Gastonia)



Do you or anyone on your organizational staff identify as disabled or non-disabled?
· Disabled
· Non-disabled


Section Six: Non-eligibility

· Organizations and programs that already receive funding from the City of Gastonia are not
eligible to apply.

· Funding will not be provided for any indirect costs such as building rent, on-going operating costs (i.e., utilities). While funding can be used for salaries of those directly serving the program’s goal(s), funding will not be provided for employee benefits (i.e., FICA).



Section Seven: Performance Measures

· The organization must be able to state measurable, quantifiable goals of programming and projects and list specific activities that will accomplish those goals.

· Monies may be used for programming, projects, facility renovations, or the salary of those directly involved in implementing programming.

· A complete accounting for all grant fund expenditures must be provided to the Arts Committee in a mid-term and final grant report.

· Receipts for purchases of any materials purchased with funding must accompany the End of Year Report.

· Receipts for repairs or upgrades to the facility must accompany the End of Year Report.

· If program/project funds are to be used for salary, then that employee’s time must be documented as serving the program’s goals in a direct way with time sheets that reflect the number of hours and the specific activities carried out to achieve the program/project goals.


Section Eight: Award, Compliance and Certification

Award Notices
Organizations will be notified by e-mail of grant awards during the month of July. Organizations that did not receive grant funds will also be notified, by e-mail, during the month of July.


Grant Project Reports and Compliance Assurance
Grant funds may only be used for the qualified purposes approved by the City Arts Committee in the grant award notice. An organization awarded a grant is required to submit a mid-term grant report to the City Arts Committee by the July 15th deadline. A final grant report must be returned to the City Arts Committee by the December 15th deadline. Grant reports must provide a complete accounting with supporting receipts or other documentation satisfactory to the City Arts Committee clearly documenting the purposes for which all grant funds were spent. Failure to return completed grant reports by the required deadline can result in suspension or termination of the grant award, and/or legal action to recover the funds by the City Arts Committee. By signing and submitting its application form, the Applicant certifies that it will maintain records and submit the reports that are necessary to determine completion of the grant project as approved. The City Arts Committee may conduct a review of the Applicant’s organization to ensure that it is in compliance with the terms of the grant award. If the City Arts Committee determines that a grantee has failed to comply with these terms, it may suspend or terminate the award, and/or recover all funds awarded.


Changes to Programs and Projects After Grant Award
Applicants must notify the City Arts Committee immediately of any significant changes in their program or project that occur after submission of their application. If the program or project or the organization's capacity changes significantly before an award is made, the City Arts Committee may revise or withdraw the funding recommendation. Grantees are expected to carry out a program or project that is consistent with the proposal that was approved for funding by the City Arts Committee. If changes in the program or project are required after the grant funding, the grantee must submit a written request with justification for the change(s) to the City Arts Committee and obtain approval of the change. Approval is not guaranteed, and grant funds must be returned to the City Arts Committee should the Applicant choose to proceed with the changes without City Arts Committee approval.

Certification:
We, the organization, understand that failure to respond to any of the above items may adversely affect the consideration of this application. We certify that we are committed to the completion of the proposed project in compliance with granting procedures. We certify that the information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of our knowledge.
Name and Position of Authorizing Official:






Signature of Authorizing Official:


	 Date 	


Name and Position of Contact Person:






Signature of Contact Person:


	 Date	


Contact Person’s Information: (phone number, email address, mailing address)






