










 
1212 Spruce Street, Suite 203, Belmont, NC 28012 

(980) 283-7200 (o)   www.gastondevcorp.com 

 
October 16, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 RE:  GASTONIA-LOWELL LINEBERGER CONNECTOR FY 2017 TIGER GRANT 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 

On behalf of the Greater Gaston Development Corporation, please accept this letter of support for the 
Gastonia-Lowell Lineberger Connector FY 2017 TIGER grant application.  The City of Gastonia and the City of 
Lowell are seeking TIGER Discretionary Grant funds to complete the funding package necessary to implement 
the Lineberger Connector project between the two communities.  

 
Protecting the mobility of almost 78,000 people (74,000 in Gastonia and 4,000 in Lowell) in communities 

located along the I-85 corridor is difficult.  These communities are located just west of Charlotte, the largest city 
in North Carolina, and are beginning to feel the pressures of that neighboring community, necessitating the 
development of the Lineberger Connector.  This project blends the needs of all mode types into a plan for 
residents and visitors, while respecting the history and amenities that give these communities their charm and 
unique personality.  A bridge. A bike path. A pedestrian link. A network connector. A gateway. An opportunity. 
The Lineberger Connector will complete the network, braiding the communities together.  
 

The Lineberger Connector project includes a new location roadway and a new bridge over I-85 
connecting both sides of I-85 between Franklin Boulevard and NC 7 to the north. The construction of the 
Lineberger Connector completes the network between Exit 21 (Cox Road) and Exit 22 (S. Main Street) east and 
west, and NC 7 and Franklin Boulevard north and south. The project also provides for a second, grade separated 
crossing between Exits 21 and 22 over I-85.  
 

This project will improve traffic flow for residents of both communities as well as regional commuters. 
The new grade separation will unlock more than 450 acres of property that is ripe for local and regional 
development. These improvements are providing greater economic mobility for a broad range of citizens in 
both communities as well as leveraging infrastructure improvements to stimulate economic growth. The 
Lineberger Connector project has the potential to be an economic engine for the region.  
 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this application.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 

            
       Mark C. Cramer 

Executive Director 

http://www.gastondevcorp.com/
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